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150 West Willman Street

Hiawatha, Iowa  52233
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April 6, 2018
Librarian’s Report

April is National Poetry Month.  Check out our National Poet-Tree put together by programming assistant Rachel Schiller.

Our installation of new self-check stations and software went very well thanks to Erin Zaputil.  The new machines are very fast and offer more options to patrons such as being able to check library accounts and to choose to print, email or choose no receipt.
We had our new copier/printers installation the same week.  We now have wonderful new printers and a new copier.   This installation was not as smooth.  It took a week to troubleshoot a bad bill changer on the coin-op machine, but support technicians worked diligently to fix the issue, and we are happy with the result.
The Friends of the Library are continuing their work by organizing the book sale room and have begun having informal book sales in the library during open hours.  They continue to recruit new members and work on several fundraising ideas.  The library board appointed trustee Anna Ronnebaum to be the board liaison with the Friends board.  The Friends are working to establish a liaison to the library board.
Jeaneal Weeks continues her work writing grant proposals.  We have applied to the Carver Charitable Trust, the Hall-Perrine Foundation, and Jeaneal, Kim Downs, and Cindy Kudrna are working together to submit a proposal to the Enhance Iowa/CAT board for state funding.  Our steering committee has had success this past week with the addition of $20,000 in new pledges and the possibility of in-kind donations to the project.
Jeaneal Weeks continues to participate in a focus group at Willis Dady to listen to clients discuss their successes and their obstacles.  Jeaneal will meet with director Phoebe Trepp in early May to continue the conversation regarding collaboration between the library and the shelter.
The library was closed Friday, March 30 and Sunday, April 1 for the Easter holiday.
HPL continues our collaboration with students from Iowa Big to establish a seed library.  Student Chase Krug is the visionary, and he has recruited interested students and volunteers in the community.  We continue to make progress and are currently seeking an individual with a green thumb who may who may be willing to guide the process.  We need a seed identifier.  The students are also working with the Marion and the Ely public libraries.  Ely has an already established program, and Marion and Hiawatha will learn best practices from Ely and from the students’ research into seed libraries throughout the country.
Youth Services News:

March was an eventful month for staff and patrons. Toddler Time and Story Time continued to draw large crowds. HPL’s early literacy events have always reached many families but in the first quarter of 2018, attendance is up by quite a bit. We hope this trend continues.
After a 2-month hiatus, Youth Chess Club returned to its monthly rotation, Coach Ron Munstermann was clearly missed, as 24 eager players were ready to grow their game.
Alpha-Bits, a monthly program examining a letter of the alphabet and its sounds, met Friday, March 9 to celebrate the letter “h.” To demonstrate h’s sound, Waffles the miniature horse visited the kids and the library. He was happy to oblige and the children were thrilled.
Attendance also soared for Play & Learn. We reached capacity at all four sessions and facilitators had to turn away families because of space limitations.
All local schools celebrated spring break from March 12-16. Youth Services offered free programming opportunities to families, which included Crafts for Kids, Dan Wardell,’s (from IPTV) Reading Road Trip, Unicorn Story Time, Middle School Makers, Girl in the Blue Coat Literary Event and Friday Flicks featuring the Pixar film Coco.
As always, outreach visits to daycares and preschools were fun. However, the fun was doubled at St. Pius Early Learning Center because it was grandparent’s day! Librarian Alicia Mangin was delighted to meet and read aloud to many new faces.
Adult Services News:
March saw the conclusion of Parenting the Love and Logic Way with the Young Parents Network. The program was a great success and we are looking forward to partnering with YPN on more classes soon. 

Our Mixed Media Mantras art workshop saw a full house again this month. We plan to continue this popular partnership with the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art with more classes this summer. 

Preparations for Summer Reading ’18 are near completion, with just a few final decisions to make. We’ve got awesome programs and prizes planned and we are eager to share them with Hiawatha adults this summer. 

The Metro Library Network announced the OutLoud authors for 2018. Lisa Gardner, Jacqueline Woodson and Matthew Dicks will be visiting the MLN in June. The response to all of the authors has been wonderful and registrations are going very well. 

Kanopy launched on March 26 to Hiawatha residents. Hiawatha residents now have access to thousands of movies free on demand.  We are excited to offer this resource to our patrons. 

We are working with the Cedar Rapids and Marion public libraries on the launch of a new mobile app. 

Abraham Lincoln will be visiting the Hiawatha Public Library on Monday, April 9th. Mr. Lincoln, as portrayed by professional Lincoln presenter Kevin Wood will present “A New Birth of Freedom.” Mr. Wood bears a remarkable resemblance to Mr. Lincoln and we are thrilled to have him visit our library.  
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