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Hiawatha Public Library

150 West Willman Street

Hiawatha, Iowa  52233

319.393.1414

February 2018
Librarian’s Report

January was another busy month for us, especially with the weather and the flu!  We have been making progress on the expansion with ongoing fundraising and final design of the building.  We hope to go out for bid in July, and if all things line up, we hope to break ground in early September.  The project is closer and closer to becoming a reality.  

Kim Downs, Jeaneal Weeks, and Cindy Kudrna have been in discussions regarding printing options for the current building and the new facility in order to offer the best service to patrons who need to print, scan or fax, printers that work for the library staff, and printers that make the most sense economically.  

Erin Zaputil, Jeaneal Weeks, and Alicia Mangin had a great time at Storey Kenworthy trying out the furnishings we are choosing for the expansion.  We have also been in discussions with other donors regarding in-kind donations for the expansion.


Jeaneal Weeks presented the library budget to council on January 15, 2018.  The FY19 library budget stays within the 1% increase allowed by council.

The Friends of the Library is back up and running. Tom Raley and Ken Funk joined Nina Lai and Erin Thomas on the board. They passed a budget and are now able to dispense money to the library.  They are also working on a fundraising effort to sell coupon books from Younkers for Community Days in March.

Another piece of great news is that Rosemary Earl, former director, has established the Hiawatha Public Library Earl Family Foundation.  We are honored that Rosemary is willing to recognize our continued efforts to serve the Hiawatha community and wishes to contribute to the community again financially in addition to her many years of employment at the Hiawatha Public Library.
Erin Zaputil and Jeaneal Weeks have been in discussions with our partner libraries regarding databases for the next fiscal year.  We will have to make some hard choices based on usage 
because the materials budget has not increased and we have many more offerings that we would like to consider.

Jeaneal Weeks continues to work on the accreditation process for the library by reviewing and amending library policies.

Youth Services News:
· Freezing temperatures greeted us in early 2018. Because of the chill, three preschools were cancelled affecting HPL outreach visits. Fortunately, two of the three were rescheduled. Older stories were featured and Count the Monkeys was the favorite.

· Story times were back after a short reprieve and young minds were eager to listen, sing and dance. Themes included Welcoming Winter, Imagine, Oops! and Size Doesn’t Matter.

· KCRG reporter Brea Love was our guest reader for The Dream Revisited, a special story time to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Ms. Love read a newly illustrated version of Hey, Black Child as well as other diverse selections. The kids created a wreath craft with Ms. Love’s assistance.

· Wickiup Hill Learning Center helped make January 16 more than an ordinary day off from school. Education Coordinator Jenny Corbett presented Amphibians & Reptiles: The Live Animal Experience. A large group of kids and caregivers got up close and personal with a snake, turtle and toad. 

· Family Fort Night was held on January 26 from 5:30-7:30. Sixty adults and kids enjoyed stories, a sing-along with guest performer Lisa Klostermann and pizza. Families then built reading forts inside the library. Blankets, pillows, sheets and poles were put into play. And of course, books! 

Adult Services News:
· After launching Niche Academy on December 19th we have had 106 views of tutorials. A big social media push helped with the launch, and Erin plans to do more promotional outreach to educate patrons about this resource.

· Parenting the Love and Logic Way, a six-week parenting class began on January 29. This collaboration with the Young Parents Network is off to a great start with 25 parents and children in attendance at our first meeting. Due to weather the classes have been extended through March 12. 

· Erin had a lot of fun at her first Family Fort Night in January. There were many creative forts, and feats of engineering on display, as well as lots of stories being shared in cozy spaces.

· The Linn County Master Gardeners will return for the Spring Series on Wednesdays in February. 

· Outreach continues at two care centers near the library. We are hoping to expand this outreach in the coming months. 

· Planning for Summer Reading 2018 is underway.
Key Dates and Details: 

Programs in addition to regular programming
Feb. 14

Linn County Master Gardeners-Organic Vegetable Gardening, 6:30p

Feb. 17

Do Re Mi: Music Class for Kids with Down Syndrome, 9:30a



Jan Brett Story Time, 10:30a

Feb. 19

Library closed in observance of Presidents Day



Love and Logic Parenting Class, 6:00p (held on Mondays January 29 – March 6)

Feb. 21

Linn County Master Gardeners-Plants That Have Changed History, 6:30p

Feb. 23

Crafts for Kids: Sun Catcher, 3:00p

Feb. 28

Linn County Master Gardeners-Straw Bale Gardening, 6:30p

March 3
Sylvan Robotics Camp Demo, 10:30a

March 12
Crafts for Kids: Cherry Blossom Painting
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