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150 West Willman Street
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February 2018
Librarian’s Report

Tax season is upon us, just in case you had forgotten.  We have been busy helping patrons find the correct forms.  Because the IRS sends out only a few kinds of forms and instructions, we are busy with printing the various other forms patrons need.  Many people are surprised that the state no longer sends out paper forms. 
The library will be getting new printers this week.  We have entered into a contract with Marco, the same vendor the rest of the city uses.  This makes the contract negotiations easier and combines all the contracts for the city.  Installation will take place Monday, March 19.  We will be getting a new public copier/printer, a new copier for the circulation desk, and three desktop copiers for offices.
The Friends of the Library is actively working on new ideas for raising money.  The book saleroom is nearly full again after we completely emptied it so that we could start over.  Several of the Friends have been in to make sure the room is in order.  The Community Days fundraiser went well.  The Friends meet next week so we will be able to hear how much they raised for the library.
We have a new page, Lauren Lang.  Lauren is starting her first full week this week.  She will work several mornings a week and will share Saturday duties with page Anna Brabston.
Jeaneal has also been busy writing grant proposals.  The Carver Charitable Trust proposal went out last week.  She is working on the upcoming proposals for Hall-Perrine and the Enhance Iowa (CAT).
HPL has been working with MPL and CRPL to write a common contract for all of our contracting libraries.  Contract language had changed from year to year.  We want to offer all contracting cities the same terms.  We will be presenting these contracts to Alburnett and Robins in the near future.

Jeaneal has begun working with the Willis Dady shelter in order to determine what kind of barriers and obstacles confront the homeless in the community.  HPL will be better positioned to offer referrals and resources to these patrons.  Because we are limited in the ways we can help, we need to be able to listen and offer resources with a better understanding of the agencies to whom we refer them.  In addition, Jeaneal will serve as a liaison for the library and will help residents access information and resources by explaining library services available to them.  Because we are offering Quick Cards, we are able to serve patrons with no permanent address.

The library was closed on March 7 for city sponsored Stand Down Safety Day.  Library staff spent the day at city hall.  We were able to meet city staff we did not know, and there was as much fun as there was training.  Most helpful was the live simulation of emergency response.  
We have purchased new self-check stations, software, and pads from Envisionware.  The installation will take place March 14-15.

HPL is collaborating with students from Iowa Big to establish a seed library.  Student Chase Krug is the visionary, and he has recruited interested students and volunteers in the community.  We will be meeting again on March 27.

The library will be closed Friday, March 30 for the Easter holiday as well as Sunday, April 1.

Youth Services News
February was a fantastic month for Toddler Time and Preschool Story Time. Topics included I Love Cats, Waiting Around, You Say Goodbye and I Say Hello and Vroom! The average attendance was 35 kids and caregivers per session.

Thankfully, monthly Outreach visits were unaffected by weather during February. A new book by Jan Thomas called My Toothbrush Is Missing was definitely the favorite selection from daycare to preschool to daycare.

A successful new partnership with Young Parents Network brought Love & Logic parenting classes to Hiawatha Public Library on Monday evenings in February. Caregivers have enjoyed this opportunity to network and strengthen their skills while their children enjoyed play time and stories. 

Library Programming Assistant Rachel Schiller debuted fun activities kids can do any time they visit the library. Located on the round public table in the Youth Services area, kids and their caregivers will find a small container featuring timely games, bookmarks and crafts. During February, 150 kids partook in these passive programs!  Rachel continues to change the offerings and will keep the activities fresh each month.

Special programming events during February included Alpha-Bits, Lego Club, Do Re Mi, Jan Brett Story Time, Friday Flicks featuring the film Wonder, Doodlebugs and Crafts for Kids. Many patrons took advantage and joined us for these events. 

Adult Services News:
We had a great turnout for our Parenting the Love & Logic Way classes. We look forward to continuing our partnership with the Young Parents Network. 

The Linn County Master Gardeners Spring Series was well attended. Our patrons look forward to these classes in the spring and fall, and we value our partnership with the Linn County Master Gardeners. 

Erin is working on the Kanopy launch in March, the Envisionware equipment and software upgrade, as well as helping to look at our databases. 

Erin is putting together a schedule to conduct an inventory of the library. We hope to start inventorying materials soon. 

We are collaborating with the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art for another Mixed Media Mantras workshop. These workshops are always well attended, and patrons love being able to take a piece of art they have created home with them. 

On April 9 Abraham Lincoln will be at the Hiawatha Public Library. First-person historical presenter Kevin Wood will portray Abraham Lincoln in this informative and entertaining program. 
Erin was chosen to present at the Association for Rural and Small Libraries conference in Springfield, Illinois in September. Erin’s presentation “I don’t have money for that fine,” will focus on how libraries across the country can help address the needs and provide support to those living in poverty in their communities. 
Programming Dates: 

March 14
Reading Road Trip with IPTV’s Dan Wardell @ 2:30 pm

Linn County Master Gardeners Spring Series—Organic Vegetable Gardening @ 6:30 pm

March 15
I Believe in Unicorns?! @ 10:30 am



Middle School Makers—Paper Flowers @ 1:30 pm
Girl in the Blue Coat Literary Event—Young adult All Iowa Reads selection @ 5:00 pm

March 16
Corridor Job Club @ 12:00 pm


Friday Flicks—Academy Award winner Coco @ 2:30 pm

March 17
Do Re Mi: Music class for kids with Down Syndrome
March 19
Youth Chess Club @ 6:30 pm

March 23
Doodlebugs: Beach Day @ 10:30 am

Mixed Media Mantras Workshop @ 6:00 pm 
April 3

Art Journaling Unbound @ 6:00 pm
April 5

While Others Sleep Mystery Book Club @ 2:00 pm

April 6

Lego Club @ 3:00 pm

April 9

Scrabble Club @ 5:30 pm

Heartfulness Meditation—Sundays @ 9:00 am

Friendship Crochet Club—Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm

Play and Learn—Thursdays @ 10:00 (no Play and Learn March 15—Spring break)
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