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May 8, 2018
Librarian’s Report

Jeaneal submitted the following grants: 
Carver Charitable Trust:

Awarded the maximum $60,000

Hall-Perrine:


Awarded $400,000

Enhance Iowa/CAT grant
Invited to present to the Enhance Iowa Board on May 9th, 2018

We also hosted Scott Kongable for a tour after Crystal Group donated $100,000.  We were presented with a $10,000 donation from the Hiawatha Lions Club.

Jeaneal and Erin are serving on the local arrangements committee for the Iowa Library Association Conference held in Cedar Rapids in October 2018.
Jeaneal Weeks continues to participate in a focus group at Willis Dady to listen to clients discuss their successes and their obstacles.  Jeaneal will meet with director Phoebe Trepp later in May to continue the conversation regarding collaboration between the library and the shelter.
Youth Services News:

The non-spring weather continued to mean high story time attendance. During the last week of the month when warmer temperatures arrived, attendance lessened. Toddler Time and Story Time will meet during the first two weeks of May but will then go on hiatus until summer reading begins.

Play & Learn is thriving.  It is an excellent early literacy opportunity for preschoolers and infants and it provides caregivers with valuable tools to strengthen their parenting skills. Grant writing for 2018-2019 begins in May and is due mid-June.

Youth Chess Club met on April 16 and again, players had a good time while being challenged by Coach Ron. During June and July, Youth Chess Club will meet during the day rather than the evening. 

On April 14, Playtime Poppy Children’s Theatre treated Hiawatha families to a funny condensed version of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. A large crowd enjoyed the performance and many of the children assisted by playing the role of dwarf. Afterwards, kids made dwarf hats—beard included---and ate snacks.

Do Re Mi: Music Class for Kids with Down syndrome met on April 21. Miss Amber from Tanager Place kept the kids rocking and rolling. The children relish the moment when they get to strum the guitar as the program concludes.

Rachel Schiller hosted two fun crafts. Middle School Makers met on April 20. Tweens created sharpie tie-dye shirts of bright colors and interesting designs. On April 27, children made homemade chalk from Plaster of Paris at the Crafts for Kids event.

At Doodlebugs on April 27, Ms. Erin from CRMA shared a story about what is happening on the other side of windows.  Kids then created their own window art.

Outreach continued throughout April taking Alicia Mangin to Little Learners, Mother Goose, Robyn’s Nest, Kindercare, Rockwell Child Development Center, Summit School. St. Pius Early Learning Center, Lily Pad and Nixon Preschool. In addition, Little Lambs Preschool visited the library.

Alicia Mangin learned that her Iowa STEM Scale-Up grant application has received funding. Ramps & Pathways includes two days of continuing education at UNI and the components that will allow children to learn about physics and motion as they build various ramps and pathways. We will implement this program in fall 2018.

Adult Services News:
Adult Services had an exciting visitor in April when Abraham Lincoln stopped by the Hiawatha Public Library! The larger-than-expected audience was engaged and entertained by the details and anecdotes that Mr. Lincoln, portrayed by Kevin Wood, shared about his life. 

We had our first Thursday night Adult Craft Night.  Attendees participated in Fired Ink Art! facilitated by programming assistant Rachel Schiller. We have gotten lots of wonderful feedback about the program and we’re excited to offer Adult Craft Night as a monthly adult program.
Library Assistant Marta Petermann organized CLUE! In the library. The crime scene was staged in the small meeting room and library visitors worked to solve the mystery by searching for clues hidden throughout the library. It was great fun, and Marta hopes to try it again on a grander scale as an after-hours library program!

The launch of Kanopy has gone very smoothly and usage is gradually increasing. With the increased use of Kanopy we are also seeing an increase in usage of our Hiawatha Academy (Niche Academy), and that has been great to see. 

The OutLoud author series begins June 1, 2018. Author Lisa Gardener will kick off the series. She will be followed by author Jacqueline Woodson on June 8, and finally author Matthew Dicks on June 21. The response has been incredible for all three authors! All events will be held at the Hotel at Kirkwood Center at 7pm. 

Erin is working with CRPL and MPL on the launch of our new mobile app. The new app is more robust and user-friendly than BookMyne, the current app. We are currently testing the new app and will make changes as we identify any bugs and glitches. 

Erin is working with a team of managers from MPL, CRPL and Mercy Watts to review our circulation processes. We are discussing policies and procedures and identifying ways in which we can facilitate a more cohesive patron experience across all MLN libraries. 

Erin has completed her studies and will graduate with her MLIS from the University of Wisconsin-Madison on May 13! 
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