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Hiawatha Public Library

150 West Willman Street

Hiawatha, Iowa  52233

319.393.1414

July 2018
Librarian’s Report

Jeaneal Weeks sent updated fundraising numbers to the Enhance Iowa board for our July 11 presentation.  We adjusted our total request to remove monies already spent ($25,000 from Vern McKenzie was spent on the feasibility study and an in-kind donation of $3,000 from Amperage.)   We will present again on July 11, 2018 in Waterloo.  Our presentation will include an update on fundraising progress.  We will also entertain further questions about the project and our services.  Jeaneal Weeks provided a tour and fundraising material to Randy Ramlo of United Fire Group.  In addition, Jeaneal Weeks spoke to the foundation board of First Federal Credit Union and with Chris Skogman of Skogman Realty.  Subsequently, Skogman Realty has given a pledge of $5,000.  We continue to fundraise and have several prospects that we are still working on.  The library design plans are finished, and we are ready to go out for bid as soon as we meet our fundraising goal of $2 million.
Linda Corey designated the library to receive memorial donations for her husband Walter Corey.  Memorials continue to come to honor Walter. 
Erin Zaputil and Jeaneal Weeks continue to serve on the ILA Conference local committee. 
Jeaneal Weeks and Taryn Kincaid represented the Hiawatha Public Library with a booth at the CR Pride Fest on Saturday, July 7.  We manned a booth at Newbo Market, promoted library services, handed out fundraising material, explained our expansion project, and provided bookmarks (designed by Taryn), and a reading list of youth materials which feature LGBT characters.
Library employees continue to participate in the city’s safety education program by completing online training.
Jeaneal Weeks has been working on updating job descriptions with guidance from Kim Downs and Kelly Kornegor.
Youth Services Report

Libraries Rock!, our summer reading program has the building doing just that—rocking. More than 1700 readers have registered for the teen, juvenile, infant or baby bump program and feedback about the program is positive. It is gratifying to see the excited facial expressions of our young readers.

Special summer events have amused and educated enthusiastic crowds. Hiawatha Public Library has hosted a balloon animal artist, a science exhibition, reptiles, creative projects with Cedar Rapids Museum of Art, University of Iowa medical students, a songwriter and tap dancer, Hiawatha Fire Department and Cinderella. However, the talented jugglers and unicyclists of the Hanson Family topped all. More than 300 people were amazed by their performance.

Recurring weekly and monthly events also proved popular. They include story times, crafts, free lunch for kids, Play & Learn, Where’s Rockin’ Rita, Candy Count, Best Estimations, Name the CD Cover Contest, We’re Going on a Rock Hunt, Doodlebugs, Youth Chess Club and Lego Club.

Youth Services will receive an additional $1,000 grant from Kohl’s Corporation. In addition, Linn County Extension and Youth Services have applied for a $15,000 Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation grant to fund Play & Learn for 2018-2019. 

Summer VISTA Jessie Crockett and Kirkwood Workplace Learning Center intern Christine Hilario have been great assets to the Library this summer. Their assistance with patrons and daily tasks has been invaluable.
Adult Services Report

We have nearly 430 adults registered for the adult reading program! Adults are enjoying participating in various activities as the complete the BINGO sheet. 
We had incredibly talented musicians perform for library audiences in June. Mike Anderson, “The Dulcimer Guy” shared “Beauty of the Mountain Dulcimer,” and Celtic Fingerstyle Guitarist Jerry Barlow returned to Hiawatha for another wonderful performance. Adults also enjoyed several craft programs, including custom signs and DIY book coasters. We closed out the month with Chair Yoga!
Erin is meeting with representatives of MPL regarding a possible collaboration for our staff training day in November. 
Erin continues to meet with supervisors and managers from the other MLN libraries. 
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